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v ‘oopwed to:. the “CIA: becoming - in::

B F Bl into foreign intelligence.” :

"

. March Edwin Meese: JII, counselor 1

;. to, .the pmxdent, stated flatly that; ‘

~*The-:White. House s absolutely

~volved . in domestxc-spymg {Meese:
said. “We.are- not- gomg to put the
-.CIA%into; domestic’ mpxonage‘or tha

4" Now comes a-proposed executxve
order that would allow the CIA to

Commentary

mr Itrate and mﬂuence domatlc or-
gamzatlons, to conduct. ¢ covert oper--
-.ations in this country, and to “col-:
- lect, retain or- disséminate informa-'

. tion” _about Iaw—ab:dmg Amencans ’

fora: vanety of new.reasons, .
.- Meese also held: forth: earlxer thxs :
. Year on another topic involving U.S::
..intelligence: government secrets and !
theu- clasemcatxonua;

onerof the prob ems:: of ; >govem 2
« menf—that is, ‘the overaassiﬁcatlox)

- of - docymments.-You really. should :
-+ only-classify somethmg if its reve) o

- tion would actually: harm* ‘
secumy" . ; 5
- Now comes the somewhat ‘reﬁned
draft of another.executive order, thls s

~'one for hand!mg*natx na} ‘security:
+ information. ! XAy

'-‘-the same- token,. are being. assailed )

- :regarding CIA domestic spying have ]

THE WASHINGTON POST
13 November 1981 '

=0 would ehmmate “the- current
~;rule saying-that'a document should -
oot be classified unless:its unautho- :
‘rized "disclosure would cause “iden- -
:tifiable damage to- the- natlonal se-
_eurity. s
i It wo et.ret,
'?“Secret” and “Conf dentxal” stamps
mandatory rather than discretionary.
=-And it would turnthe- -existing -
;reasonable-doubt ‘standard * upslde
down- by tellmg officials to keep in- :
“formation secret whenever they have -
a “reasonable. doubt” about the need
to do that:™*: ¢
” So what’s’ gomg ‘on here" Is the
Reagan: White. House saying one-
thing and doing another? Has Ed
';,Meese changed his mind? :.
i;i fhe answer appears to he straxght
‘out of George Orwell’s Ministry of -
“Truth. The proposed executive-order-
_ifor the CIA and: the-other intelli-.
. gence agencies,. accordmg to admin-_
 istration. .officials, ' does- not: really
-mean’ what " it-says.’ *Nothirg “in. it;
' according to administration offi cxals
Lwould” expand the CIA’s ability to
: engaga in domestic espionage.’.
- Criticisms of ‘the-draft decree, by

jfrom the highest quarters as. despl-(
~cable - “propaganda.” News “stories ®

~been -labeled “dehberatelyn ‘mislead:

ing.” The publicity, as Orwell’s New- |

:speak.. dxctxonary ‘would - put-it;: hasx
. been.: "doubleplusungood”-' and“’in.
‘need of ¢ rewrite fullwise.”
07 %As soon.as"all the: 'correctwns,'
jwluch. happened to be necessary in.
“any particular nuimber of the Times 3
thad " been ‘assembled “and “collated,
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“the orzﬂmal copy. destmyed and the"j -

Zcorrected copy placed on the files i in

i ibs stead.. This process of. contmuou.v

 main? Garfinkel Was asked. 35 e

LT P Ll it o

that number would bg repnnted J

alteratcan was applLed not. only to-
; newspapers, “but :¢o!
“icals, pamphlets" sten Day by
- day and almost. minute’ by _minute;
Zthe past-was brou) ht“'p to. date.

Orwell 1984. A
'As for the p pro osed pgesxdentxali

proclamatxon to- estabhsh new:clasa- -

-sification practices, that, too o ctals

: say, s being misread’:.:
*+:4I'm not saying 'you’re gomg_ E
have Iess classif ication: under _this:
‘order,” says the man in charge of the

. draftmg, Steven Garﬁnkel, dn‘ector

of the executive: branch’s Informa-a B

:tion Secur:ty Overslght Office. “But™
‘from my perceptxon, the draﬂ: order
is not_intended to’ increase the ma-+

terial that's classifi led, by any appre«
cxable amount.” .

- 'The key word i is~!

. booRs,, perzod-~

tnded Ap-

parently, Garfinkel is expectmg gov-ﬁ
S ernment cla&slﬁen tomntmue to- act‘
pretéy much the way . they ve always-
_ dctéd, class:fymgahout ‘a3 ‘much as}

; they | usually do-—-whxch ‘I8 to say too’|

: much “Garfinkelsaid. & Many- of - the
roposed ¢hanges ifrom- the - “existing’

~1978 were mude pnmanly tu,get,é
,amund court. ruhngs ‘and :|itigation
problems concermng_ ‘what. shf)uld}
remam c!ass;t‘ ed. an

esn’t the new- propnsal
,,have at least the potentzal of vastly’
mcreasmg the amount of cIassnf’ ed
¢ documents. in the “Bovernm

der, issued_ hy: President Carter in{.

Garf' kel sald he would rather) not :




